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FAMILY SUCCESS — ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE!

In May of 2020, we welcomed Sandy and her seven-year-old
son to Family Promise. With the sheltering network closed, we
began offering temporary hotel placements for eligible families,
like Sandy’s, who were experiencing homelessness. “Sandy”,
her case manager recalls, “was willing to do whatever it took

New Job

In November 2021, Sandy began working with a large customer
service company that offered a much higher salary, full benefits,
and true stability for her family. Her resiliency and confidence

to improve her circumstances”.

Recognizing this young woman’s determination and potential,
we offered her an opportunity to move into one of our
New Leaf transitional apartments. There were

many challenges, including the pandemic,
expensive car repairs, and job-related
issues. But Family Promise was always
there for Sandy as she navigated all
these obstacles.

Improving Credit Score
In February 2021, Sandy’s credit score was
400. She worked diligently alongside the
financial coaches to increase her score. To
improve her income, she began to make
and sell jewelry. By July her score
increased by 125 points. Slowly,
Sandy began to recognize her
own strength and started to
dream bigger.

grew as she continued to save money, increase her credit score,
and attend financial workshops. In January 2022 she was ready
to find a place of her own. “l want to leave the apartment,”
she said, “I think I'm ready. | want to feel like I'm home.”

Six months later, she was!

Homeless to Homeowner
By this time, Sandy’s credit score was
670. With rental prices soaring, a realtor
suggested she apply for a mortgage. She
was approved for $195,000 and, though
Bergen County was not affordable, she
found her dream home in South Jersey.
Her son now has a backyard to play in
and the family is thriving!

Sandy’s success was not without its
challenges, but Family Promise stood
by her side though the entire process.
As she begins this new chapter, we
know this is just the beginning of
many successes.

HOMELESS PREVENTION — IT’'S WHAT WE DO

At Family Promise we understand that the
most cost effective way to prevent home-
lessness is to keep families in their current
housing. To this end, in 2022, we made
over $140,000 in direct payments to
landlords to help families avoid being
evicted (which creates a significant barrier
to being able to rent in the future).

When you look closely at the different
programs and services that Family Promise
offers, it is apparent that everything we do
is designed to prevent homelessness now
and in the future.

Families in our Bridge Network receive
guidance from our bilingual family case

apartments. This year, we added a fifth
apartment which allowed us to help
additional families to move toward
independence and a secure home of
their own.

We're setting families
on a path toward
long-term stability.

Even the 50,000 plus nightly meals we
serve each year allow food insecure
families and individuals to stretch their
incomes and afford the ever-increasing
cost to rent in our area. Food security

promotes housing security.

managers, wrap-around services and
trainings in job readiness, financial
management, positive parenting, and
resiliency building designed to set families

on a path toward long-term stability. ey e e e el e

Family Promise is preventing family
homelessness once and for all —
it's what we do.

As families make progress and embrace
our culture of empowerment, they can
move into one of our New Leaf transitional



DEDICATION AND
GENEROSITY

Dear Friends,

As Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz said, “There’s
no place like home!” Family Promise recognizes
this, as do all of the families who turned to Family
Promise of Bergen County for assistance in 2022. Together with the
help of individuals, corporations, organizations and community
partners, we were able to empower working families to remain or
become self-sufficient during these challenging times.

Family-friendly hotels continued to be used to shelter families who
experienced homelessness. For those who needed time to heal from
the trauma of homelessness, enhance their job skills, manage their
finances, and grow stronger, New Leaf Apartments were available.
Personal and financial empowerment is infused in all that we do.

For the second year in a row, we increased our homeless prevention
funding, keeping families facing eviction from losing their homes. As
an organization, we realized that all of the meals we provide at the
Walk-in Dinner, almost 53,000 in 2022, are actually preventing
homelessness by preserving precious income to pay the rent. At the
same time, as Governor Murphy put it, “..there could be no greater
common purpose than ensuring that every member of our New
Jersey family has enough to eat.” We couldn’t agree more.

These are difficult times for all families. But thanks to the dedication
and generosity of our volunteers and donors, we remain resilient and

determined to serve those struggling with housing and food insecurity.

As Dorothy Day, writer and activist, said, “What we would like to do
is change the world — make it a little simpler for people to feed,
clothe, and shelter themselves...” That is our focus. House families
who are homeless by giving them the tools to remain housed; feed
anyone who is hungry.

We look back at 2022 with extreme gratitude to all whose actions
contributed to our collective success in meeting these goals.

ate_

Kate Duggan, Executive Director

A LEGACY OF GIVING
AT AYOUNG AGE

If you ask the average six-year-old child what they
are looking forward to for their birthday, most would
undoubtedly say their presents. Meet Madeline
Wasek who, at age 6, decided to ask for donations
to Family Promise in lieu of birthday gifts.

After that, we heard from Madi and her mom twice
more. On her 9th birthday, she once again requested
that her guests donate to Family Promise instead of
giving gifts and for her 10th, which was during the
height of COVID, we received gift cards in the mail.
Now thirteen years old, Madi has reached out to plan
a project benefiting Family Promise, in celebration of
her upcoming Bat Mitzvah.

It is admirable, inspiring, and somewhat surprising
when we receive these types of gifts from children.
This is now the fourth time Family Promise will be

the recipient of Madi’s generosity. When asked about
her initial motivation to give back, mom Dana said:
“Madi understands that she has a blessed life and
wants to be able to help other children in need who are
struggling. She has a kind and compassionate heart.”

We see a budding philanthropist in Madi, who

considers the needs of others before her own.

We look forward to seeing

what’s next for this
remarkable young

woman.
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ANONYMITY AND
GENEROSITY

Every year in our Annual Review, Family Promise
highlights someone who is generous with their time
and treasure. This year, when we approached our
choice for this honor for permission to tell their
story, they asked to remain anonymous. “Isn’t there
something in the Bible that says, ‘But when you give
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in
secret...”?” they asked.

..seeing the wonderful work
people at Family Promise
were doing, we knew
that we had to
become more involved...

One of our most enduring supporters, this couple has
been championing our mission for more than 10 years
after being introduced to the organization by a dear
friend. “Our first introduction was going to the Walk-in
Dinner to help feed the residents (of the county shelter)
as well as the many people who simply walk up
knowing they could get a hot meal that night. After
seeing the wonderful work that the people at Family
Promise were doing, we knew that we had to become
more involved in the organization and lend our support.”
Five years ago, they realized they could double the
impact of their donations by obtaining a matching gift
from their employer Cole Schotz.

Corporate Matching

Cole Schotz, a prominent law firm with offices in
New Jersey, New York, Maryland, Delaware, Texas,
and Florida, appreciated the opportunity to be involved
in the betterment of the community where many of
their employees live and work. As the recipient of the
donations, Family Promise gains the financial stability
to fulfill and expand our mission. Most importantly,
with these additional resources, vulnerable families are
empowered to create brighter futures for themselves
— and this benefits us all!

Over the years, this benefactor has introduced friends
and business colleagues to Family Promise. They are
equally impressed by our mission, which is, to quote
the donor, “doing God’s work every day!”
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FOOD PROVIDERS —
WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

For 32 consecutive years, The Family Promise Walk-in
Dinner Program (WIDP) has been serving complete
and nutritious meals to those in the community who are
hungry. Since 1991, we have provided 1.3 million meals
to our neighbors. This vital program persevered in 2022,
despite the ongoing challenges caused by the pandemic.
With food insecurity at an all-time high, and the demand
calling for up to 200 meals a night, this was no small feat.

We celebrate the commitment of the many food providers
who have donated meals and/or funds consistently since the
onset of COVID in 2020. Most have been a part of the WIDP
for many years and even a global pandemic did not deter
their service. New providers, recognizing the urgency, joined
us in 2020 and continue to support the program today.
While the opportunity for group volunteering was reduced,
the need for food continued to increase. All providers did
whatever they could to help. Even snowstorms and floods
did not prevent meals from arriving in Hackensack.

Itis inspiring to note that ninety different groups supported
the Walk-in Dinner each year from 2020 through 2022.
Twenty-five have donated meals four times a year, and
ten provided meals six times or more. All this, despite the
obstacles caused by COVID and the rising costs of food.

Family Promise is immensely grateful to the generous
and caring people who enabled us to feed 52,787 in 2022
alone! Let’s continue this mission together as long as there
are those in our community who do not have enough to eat.

In the face of initial food shortages and limitations to volunteers,

we just had to figure out how to do it, not whether to do it.

— Team Leader Beth Falker St. Peter’'s Church, River Edge
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There are many ways to support the Family Promise vision. Please visit us at bergenfamilypromise.org/donation/


http://bergenfamilypromise.org/donation/
http://bergenfamilypromise.org

