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Emerson Land Use Board Votes Down Zoning Application for The Family Promise Center 

Family Promise of Bergen County seeking legal counsel on next steps 

RIDGEWOOD, NJ – Family Promise of Bergen County has announced it is seeking legal counsel on the 
appeal process following the Borough of Emerson’s decision to reject its proposal to open The Family 
Promise Center, which would provide temporary housing for working parents with children facing 
homelessness.  

During a hearing on February 20, the Emerson Municipal Land Use Board voted against the non-profit’s 
plans to renovate a commercial property located at 436 Old Hook Road to serve as a permanent location 
for its headquarters and programs.  

The Family Promise Center would provide temporary housing for up to eight families, comprehensive 
support services, and eviction prevention programming. Renovations would have created eight separate 
living units equipped with individual kitchenettes and bathrooms, a library, playroom, laundry facilities, 
and classrooms for workshops. The organization had planned to move their offices, currently based in 
Ridgewood, to the Emerson site. 

“In its nearly 40 year history, Family Promise has helped families from every single municipality in the 
County,” said Kate Duggan, Executive Director of Family Promise of Bergen County.  “Certainly, during 
these times, any one of us could need the services that we offer.  We feel that The Family Promise Center 
would be an asset in any town and are disappointed that the Land Use Board rejected our proposal.”  

To learn more about Family Promise of Bergen County’s plans for The Family Promise Center, please visit 
www.bergenfamilypromise.org/family-promise-center. 

MORE ABOUT FAMILY PROMISE OF BERGEN COUNTY 
Family Promise of Bergen County is a Ridgewood-based non-profit dedicated to empowering working 
families with children who are facing homelessness by providing temporary housing and individualized 
support services, including case management, job training, financial education, transportation, and 
enrichment for children. The organization also addresses food insecurity through its nightly Walk-In 
Dinner Program, which has served more than 1.4 million meals to individuals and families in need since 
its inception in 1991. For more information, please visit  www.bergenfamilypromise.org. 


